
Background
Expansion and unsustainable production of palm oil poses a major threat to the world’s tropical forests and peat lands. Over 85% of 
palm oil is grown in Indonesia and Malaysia, where the industry has been particularly damaging to the environment. Rainforests rich in 
biodiversity, including the iconic and endangered orang-utan, have been deforested. Peat land carbon sinks have been severely degraded 
contributing signi!cantly to global greenhouse gas emissions. 

The global demand for palm oil is expected to double by the middle of this century with supply expanding from Asia to Africa, both home 
to unique forests and biodiversity. Fauna & Flora International (FFI) believe by working with palm oil companies and in"uencers of the 
palm oil sector, we can promote sustainable production and better land-use planning, to provide an opportunity, means and role to avoid 
further replicating the environmental degradation already seen.

Engaging where it matters
FFI is committed to !nding practical, e#ective solutions to conservation problems which have the greatest positive impact on the ground. 
FFI recognises that multi-stakeholder and landscape level approaches are needed to address the complex drivers of biodiversity loss and 
ecosystem degradation. If done right, palm oil sector development can be a positive driving force for jobs, food security, biodiversity 
conservation and for maintaining ecosystem services. 

Building on our extensive experience working with corporate partners in the mining, tobacco, and oil & gas sectors, we have been engaging 
with the palm oil sector since 2007 in a number of diverse ways, working directly with governments, civil society and companies:

management and monitoring.
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lessons we learned in Indonesia to the emerging palm oil sector in Liberia, to develop a Liberian National Initiative and in"uence the 
designation of 500,000 hectares of proposed new oil palm concessions and support the sustainable development of the country’s palm 
oil sector.

High Conservation Value Area assessment and management

Looking forward

oil dominated landscape and bene!tting the adjacent communities.

If you have any questions or would like further information please contact:  
Anna Lyons, Business & Biodiversity Programme Manager, at anna.lyons@fauna-"ora.org
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